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Like all Asian cities, Taipei has undergone tremendous 
growth in the last decade, symbolised not only by Taipei 
101, the world’s tallest building, but also by the rapid 
proliferation of banal residential towers, which are, 
perhaps, the worst fall-out, architectural speaking, of the 
high powered Asian economy. While more and more 
people are finding adequate housing, cities are becom-
ing less and less captivating in the process. This is due 
to the global migration of capital that seems, often, to do 
more harm than good. Nonetheless, a pressurised verti-
cal ecology of architecture offers the city density and a 
kind of sustained energy that is at the heart of urban life. 

As clearly stated in the project brief, the TPAC’s status 
as a cultural centre is that of a hyper accessible, popular 
venue, enjoyed by all levels of society. Unleashed from 
any old-world connotations, performing arts in the 21st 
century must in fact compete with the quicksilver, repeti-
tive world of digital entertainment. Here, because of live 
action, bodies moving in the theatre of visceral experi-
ences, architecture is actually an equally vital organism, 
shaping experience before, during, and after the perfor-
mance.

“Like a ball of string, we have sought to make a coherent form 
through the accumulation of variably scaled events.”


